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Abstract

Although automatic identity inference based on faces has
shown success when using high quality images, for CCTV
based images it is hard to attain similar levels of perfor-
mance. Furthermore, compared to recognition based on
static images, relatively few studies have been done for
video based face recognition. In this paper, we present an
empirical analysis and comparison of face recognition us-
ing high quality and CCTV images in several important as-
pects: image quality (including resolution, noise, blurring
and interlacing) as well as geometric transformations (such
as translations, rotations and scale changes). The results
show that holistic face recognition can be tolerant to image
quality degradation but can also be highly influenced by ge-
ometric transformations. In addition, we show that camera
intrinsics have much influence – when using different cam-
eras for collecting gallery and probe images the recogni-
tion rate is considerably reduced. We also show that the
classification performance can be considerably improved
by straightforward averaging of consecutive face images
from a CCTV video sequence.

1 Introduction

For surveillance applications, a potentially useful abil-
ity is the automatic inference on identity from face im-
ages. Although face recognition on well controlled still im-
ages (such as passport-quality photos) has achieved great
success, automatic face recognition on uncontrolled im-
ages does not approach satisfying results. Furthermore,
compared to recognition using still images, far fewer stud-
ies have been done for face recognition on video se-
quences [21]. Face recognition for CCTV is currently far
from practical and many problems need to be solved before
it can approach the capability of the human perception sys-
tem.

The task is challenging as the overall similarity of all hu-
man faces accompanied by large differences between face
images of the same person due to image capture varia-

tions such as changes in lighting, view point, head pose,
and facial expression. Moreover, the differences between
images of the same face due to these nuisance variations
can be much greater than those between images of different
faces [1], which makes it extremely difficult to compensate
for common image capture variations. Most current face
recognition systems only work well on controlled still im-
ages with images taken under very constrained conditions.
Compared to still images, recognition using CCTV images
is much more difficult due to the considerably worse qual-
ity of images. In addition, real-time recognition imposes
time limits on the processing that can be done on each im-
age [17].

In this paper, we empirically analyse several effects
of image acquisition differences between still images and
CCTV video sequences. In Section 2 we briefly describe
Adaptive Principal Component Analysis for recognition
with illumination, expression and pose variations. In Sec-
tion 3, we explore the image quality differences between
still images and CCTV images; we simulate these dif-
ferences with corresponding image processing techniques.
Section 4 is devoted to geometric transformations and sim-
ulation of alignment errors. Empirical results and analysis
are given in Section 5, where we also introduce an averag-
ing method which can improve the performance for CCTV
based face recognition. Finally, we present conclusions and
future work in Section 6.

2 Adaptive Principal Component Analysis

Recent research on face recognition has been focused on
diminishing the impact of nuisance factors such as pose, il-
lumination, and expression (PIE) variations on face recogni-
tion. Many approaches have been proposed for face recog-
nition with PIE variations [2, 6, 13, 16]. The above ap-
proaches may be able to deal with certain kinds of face vari-
ation well but there are constraints restricting their appli-
cation when multiple variations are involved and only one
gallery image available per subject.

A holistic technique known as Adaptive Principal Com-
ponent Analysis (APCA) was proposed in [3] for illumina-
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tion and expression invariant face recognition with only one
gallery image. The method was extended to deal with pose
variations in [18]. We describe the method as follows.

APCA is a linear pattern classification algorithm that
inherits merits from both Principal Component Analysis
(PCA) and FLD (Fisher Linear Discriminant) by warp-
ing the face subspace according to the within-class and
between-class covariance of samples. We first apply PCA
on face images to extract eigenfaces. Consequently, every
face image is projected into a face subspace with reduced di-
mensionality to form an m-dimensional feature vector sj,k

with k = 1, 2, ...,Kj denoting the kth sample of the class
Sj . Then the face subspace is warped by the following
three steps:

• Space Rotation: the feature space is rotated accord-
ing to the overall within-class covariance. The rotation
matrix R is a set of eigen vectors obtained by apply-
ing singular value decomposition to the overall within-
class covariance matrix.

• Whitening Transformation: the subspace is whitened
according to the eigen values λi(i = 1, 2, ...,m) of
the features in rotated face subspace with a whitening
power p. Consequently, the whitening matrix is:

Z = diag{λp
1, λ

p
2, ..., λ

p
m} (1)

• Eigenface Filtering: eigen-features are weighted
according to the identification-to-variation value
ITVi(i = 1, 2, ...,m) with a filtering power q. The
ITV is a ratio measuring the correlation with a change
in person versus a change in variation for each of the
eigenfaces. It is defined as follows:

ITVi =
1
M

∑M
j=1

1
K

∑K
k=1 |si,j,k − $i,k|

1
M ΣM

j=1
1
K

∑K
k=1 |si,j,k − µi,j |

,

$i,k =
1
M

M∑
j=1

si,j,k, (2)

µi,j =
1
K

K∑
k=1

si,j,k, i = [1, ...,m],

where si,j,k denotes the ith element of the face vec-
tor of the kth sample for class (person) Sj . Then the
filtering matrix Γ is defined by:

Γ = diag{ITV q
1 , ITV q

2 , ...ITV q
m}. (3)

The whitening power p and filtering power q are deter-
mined empirically by searching the two dimensional do-
main of the following cost function. We define the distance

Figure 1. Sample gallery images.

Figure 2. Normalised sample gallery images.

between two face vectors sj,k and sj′,k′ as the Euclidean
distance of their transformed vectors:

djj′,kk′ = ‖ZΓ(sj,k − sj′,k′)‖2. (4)

The cost function OPT is a combination of error rate and
the ratio of between-class distance to within-class distance
follows:

OPT =
∑M

j=1

∑K
k=1

∑
n( djj,k0

djn,k0
), (5)

∀n ∈ djn,k0 < djj,k0, n ∈ [1...M ].

Evaluations on various face datasets show that APCA
performs considerably better than PCA, PRM [11] and
FLD. More detailed descriptions of the algorithm are given
in [3, 18].

3 Photo vs Video Sequence Image Quality

For face recognition in surveillance scenarios, identify-
ing a person captured on image or video is one of the key
tasks. This implies matching face images with normal pass-
port quality photos. Thus, in this paper we mainly focus on
this specific image based recognition using one gallery im-
age. The gallery image is generally a neutral frontal view
face image taken in normal lighting conditions. Further-
more, gallery images should have good quality with rela-
tively high resolution, high signal to noise ratio (SNR), ap-
propriate contrast and clear details. Figure 1 shows some
passport-quality sample gallery images. As images can be
taken in various conditions with various scales and back-
grounds, we need to apply normalisation. We manually
mark the left and right eye centers of each image and scale
the image to align the left and right eyes. The face region is
then segmented from the image to remove the background.
Finally, images are transformed from colour to grayscale.
Examples of normalised gallery images are shown in Fig-
ure 2.
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Figure 3. Normalised still face images, cap-
tured using a different camera than used in
Figures 1 and 2.

Figure 4. Normalised CCTV face images.

There are no readily apparent differences between the
quality of still faces images (captured using a digital video
camera) and reference passport photos. Figure 3 displays
some normalised still face images captured by a digital
video camera.

Images captured by CCTV cameras, on the other hand,
are of poor quality. The image resolution is generally lower
for CCTV cameras, the noise level is higher and images
may be blurred due to movement or the subject being out
of focus. These effects are illustrated in Figure 4. Images
in the first row are CCTV images with relatively good qual-
ity. The second row shows degraded images, where the left
hand side picture shows the effect of out of focus, the mid-
dle picture displays the effect of interlacing due to object
movement and the right hand side one illustrates the com-
bination of out of focus and interlacing. By comparing Fig-
ures 3 and 4, it can be seen that the image quality of CCTV
cameras (even high-end ones) is much worse than still im-
ages. However, one advantage of video sequences over still
images is that they contain motion and temporal informa-
tion, which can be helpful for recognition in degraded envi-
ronments [14].

3.1 Simulation of Image Degradation

In order to consistently compare still images and CCTV
images, we attempt to simulate the above image degrada-
tions to find out how quality variations affect recognition.
Below is a list of the degradations with our corresponding

Figure 5. Simulated degraded sample im-
ages.

simulation:

• Resolution: images are down-sampled to various
smaller sizes and up-sampled to the standard size by
bi-linear interpolation between pixels.

• Noise: various levels of zero mean Gaussian noise are
added.

• Blurring: circular averaging filters with various sizes
are applied.

• Interlacing: images are interlaced with various move-
ments.

• Combination: all of the above.

Figure 5 shows the corresponding simulated degraded im-
ages at five levels. The first row displays the resolution
change effect. The second row is the effect of adding noise.
The influence of blurring is illustrated in the third row. The
fourth row shows the effect of interlacing due to movement.
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The last row demonstrates the result of combining all of the
four degradation operations, in which each bottom image is
the effect of the above four operations in the same column.
The first image of each row is the original image without
degradation.

4 Image Transformation

Apart from image quality, image transformation due to
face alignment errors also affects recognition. Holistic fea-
ture based face recognition methods, such as PCA and FLD,
generally require accurate facial feature alignment. Thus
these methods are very sensitive to feature location errors,
or in other words, geometric transformations. We simulate
three basic geometric transformations: translation, rotation
and scale. The following is a list of the simulated transfor-
mations:

• X and Y axis translation: images are shifted either
along X or Y axis, with various offsets.

• In-plane rotation: images are rotated with various an-
gles.

• Scale difference: various scale scale changes are ap-
plied.

• Combination: all of the above geometric transforma-
tions are applied.

Figure 6 illustrates some samples of the corresponding
transformations at five different levels. The last row shows
the effect of combining all of the above four geometric op-
erations within the same column (level). The total number
of combinations for each level is 16. Here we only demon-
strate one sample for each combination due to space limita-
tions.

5 Empirical Analysis

The APCA algorithm has shown to achieve high accu-
racy on several public face datasets such as FERET [15]
and Asian Face [19] datasets [3, 18]. Even though the above
public databases cover all three kinds of the PIE variations,
the range of variations they cover is limited due to the fact
that each subject is represented by a limited number of im-
ages taken in a controlled environment. In this paper, we at-
tempt to do the test based on real-life images. We therefore
collected static face images from an Axis-211 network dig-
ital camera and video sequences from a Sony IPELA SNC
RZ30 CCTV camera. We performed the test on the two
data-sets separately. The APCA algorithm is is trained on
images from the Asian Face dataset [19].

Figure 6. Simulated transformed sample im-
ages.

5.1 Still Image Test

In total there are 178 images taken from five subjects.
Each subject attempts to stand still at three different posi-
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tions (at specific distances to the camera) and tries to face
the camera to take photos. However, there are still PIE vari-
ations as shown in Figure 7.

5.1.1 Image Degradation

For the image degradation test, we attempt to evaluate how
degradation affects the final recognition performance. In or-
der to avoid the effect of pre-processing, all the face images
are manually aligned and normalised to the same size ac-
cording to eye positions. We then divide this test into two
sub-tests using different gallery images. In the first sub-test,
we only register one passport quality identity photo per sub-
ject as gallery and use the still face images acquired from
the networked digital camera as probe. In the second sub-
test, we manually choose one image per subject from the
networked digital still images as gallery and the remainder
as probe. Tables 1 and 2 show the results of both sub-tests,
respectively. As can be seen, the image degradation op-
erations do not affect the recognition performance signif-
icantly. With the increase of the strength of degradation,
the recognition accuracy only decreases slightly. More-
over, the combined degradation has more influence on the
accuracy than the corresponding single degradation opera-
tion at the same level. An important finding is that recog-
nition using chosen still images as gallery performs much
better than using passport quality photos. We attribute this
phenomenon to the differences between camera intrinsics.
Passport quality photos are acquired from a different digi-
tal camera, which may induce appearance variation of face
images due to the differences in capture conditions and the
camera optical system. Thus, we observe that image degra-
dations have less influences on sub-test 2 than sub-test 1,
with no accuracy reduction under the first three levels of
degradation in sub-test 2.

5.1.2 Image Transformation

We now estimate how image transformation affects recogni-
tion performance. Similar to the image degradation test, we

Figure 7. Sample still face images with PIE
variations

Table 1. Image degradation on still face im-
age sub-test 1 result using passport quality
images as gallery.
Resolution 1 0.75 0.5 0.25 0.1
Accuracy 62.3% 61.2% 60.7% 58.5% 55.7%

Noise 0 0.001 0.005 0.01 0.05
Accuracy 62.3% 62.3% 62.3% 61.7% 61.2%

Blur 0 1 3 5 7
Accuracy 62.3% 62.3% 61.2% 59.6% 56.8%

Interlacing 0 3 5 7 9
Accuracy 62.3% 62.3% 61.7% 61.2% 56.3%

Combination 0 1 2 3 4
Accuracy 62.3% 61.9% 61.6% 59.3% 51.0%

divide this test into two sub-tests by using two sets of gallery
images: passport quality photos and selected still images.
Tables 3 and 4 show the results of both image transforma-
tion sub-tests, respectively. It is apparent that recognition
performance is affected significantly by geometric trans-
formations. With higher levels of each transformation, the
recognition accuracy decreases. In addition, the combined
geometric transformations have more influence on recogni-
tion performance than the corresponding single transforma-
tion at the same level. Similar to image degradation test,
face recognition using chosen still images as gallery per-
forms much better than using passport quality photos. The
former is also less affected by image pre-processing opera-
tions than the latter.

5.2 CCTV Image Test

300 images were captured from Sony IPELA SNC RZ30
CCTV camera for 14 subjects. The camera was located at a
fixed position at the end of a corridor and images were taken
while subjects were walking towards the camera along the

Table 2. Image degradation on still face image
sub-test 2 result using chosen still images as
gallery.
Resolution 1 0.75 0.5 0.25 0.1
Accuracy 89.3% 89.3% 89.3% 89.3% 85.4%

Noise 0 0.001 0.005 0.01 0.05
Accuracy 89.3% 89.3% 89.3% 89.3% 89.1%

Blur 0 1 3 5 7
Accuracy 89.3% 89.3% 89.3% 89.3% 88.8%

Interlacing 0 3 5 7 9
Accuracy 89.3% 89.3% 89.3% 89.3% 88.2%

Combination 0 1 2 3 4
Accuracy 89.3% 89.3% 89.3% 87.7% 81.6%
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corridor. We manually aligned face images and normalised
them to the standard size. Figure 4 shows some samples
of the normalised images captured from the CCTV camera.
Again, we perform the video image test by using two dif-
ferent sets of gallery images as before.

As can be seen in Table 5, using CCTV images as gallery
performs slightly better than using passport quality photos,
which is consistent with the static image tests. However,
comparing with the results of static image tests, we can see
that the recognition accuracy decreases considerably, espe-
cially when using chosen CCTV images. The following
three reasons may lead to the degradation of the perfor-
mance. First, the image quality degradation of CCTV im-
ages compared to still images. Second, the change of the
number of subjects. Third, the alignment errors due to the
image quality degradation.

We now analyse these three main reasons individually.
From the still image test, we can see that image degrada-
tion has only minor effects on performance. This result is
also consistent with the results from [8, 12, 20], where the
experiments also show that resolution changes and blurring
have limited influence on recognition.

It may be argued that the number of subjects for the
CCTV test is larger than for the still image test. But ran-
domly choosing face images from the five subjects for test-
ing gives the same average accuracy as the results in Ta-
ble 5. Other tests on face recognition show that generalisa-
tion ability of appearance based subspace algorithms is only
slightly affected by the numbers of subjects [5]. Our test of
APCA on the FERET and Asian face datasets also indicate
that this method can handle face recognition for more than
100 subjects.

The last but not the least reason leading to the reduc-
tion of accuracy is the alignment issue. Even though image
quality degradation has little effect on recognition accuracy
directly, it may affect alignment accuracy, which could lead
to a significant reduction in performance. We evaluate the

Table 3. Image pre-processing on still face
image sub-test 1 result using passport qual-
ity images as gallery.

X Translation 0 3 5 7 9
Accuracy 62.3% 53.3% 49.5% 47.3% 46.5%

Y Translation 0 3 5 7 9
Accuracy 62.3% 57.9% 51.9% 50.5% 47.0%
Rotation 0 5 7.5 10 15
Accuracy 62.3% 53.3% 47.0% 40.7% 34.4%

Scale 0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2
Accuracy 62.3% 48.9% 51.3% 43.5% 36.0%

Combination 0 1 2 3 4
Accuracy 62.3% 42.6% 37.2% 35.5% 31.7%

effect of quality degradation on image alignment in the fol-
lowing way. We manually align eye positions of still im-
ages and consider it as the ground truth. Then we apply
combined degradation operations as shown in Figure 5 on
still images. We do the manual alignment on the degraded
images and compare the eye positions of the degraded im-
ages and original still images. Table 6 is the average align-
ment error due to image degradation. From Tables 1 and 2,
we can see that the highest level of combined degradation
reduces the accuracy by about 10 percentage points. The
alignment error caused by the level 4 image degradation is
similar to level 2 or 3 combined geometric transformation,
which could reduce the accuracy by up to 30 percentage
points. Therefore, for CCTV image based face recognition,
alignment errors due to image degradations are more seri-
ous for recognition than the quality degradation itself.

5.3 Averaging CCTV Images

Based on the above observations, we propose an effi-
cient straightforward method to improve the performance
for video based face recognition. We need to reduce align-
ment error since it appears to be the main factor that in-
fluences performance. One way is to apply advanced im-
age processing techniques such as Active Appearance Mod-
els [4] to align facial features. Unfortunately, these meth-
ods are time consuming and sensitive to image degradation.
Currently, most feature alignment methods cannot work on
heavily degraded images. Another way is to morph all im-
ages to the common shape and average them [9, 10]. Again,
morphing is also time consuming and is highly affected
by image degradation. We thus propose a direct averag-
ing method that is suitable for CCTV based face recogni-
tion. The alignment errors generated due to image degrada-
tion are more apparent on x- and y-axis translations than on
scale and rotation differences. Fortunately, translation er-
rors are very likely to have a Gaussian distribution and can

Table 4. Image pre-processing on still face
image sub-test 2 result using chosen still im-
ages as gallery.

X Translation 0 3 5 7 9
Accuracy 89.3% 89.3% 84.7% 79.5% 73.6%

Y Translation 0 3 5 7 9
Accuracy 89.3% 89.1% 87.2% 83.3% 81.1%
Rotation 0 5 7.5 10 15
Accuracy 89.3% 81.1% 74.6% 64.2% 48.6%

Scale 0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2
Accuracy 89.3% 86.6% 80.3% 76.4% 68.0%

Combination 0 1 2 3 4
Accuracy 89.3% 78.7% 66.1% 56.8% 41.2%
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Table 5. CCTV Image Test Results.
Gallery image dataset Accuracy

Passport quality photos 55.0%
Chosen CCTV images 58.7%

Table 6. Alignment error due to image degra-
dation.

Alignment Combined Degradation
Error 1 2 3 4

X Translation 0.89 2.75 4.43 6.94
Y Translation 0.86 1.68 2.37 5.91

Scale Difference 0.01 0.03 0.05 0.12
Rotation Difference 0.65 1.25 2.33 3.15

be efficiently reduced by averaging. Therefore, we simply
average normalised face images, without the use of degra-
dation sensitive operations such as morphing or deforma-
tion. This average operation not only reduces the alignment
errors but also decreases noise and compensates for inter-
lacing. One disadvantage of averaging is that it may induce
blurring, however the still image tests done earlier suggest
that blurring has only little influence on performance. Fig-
ure 8 illustrates the effect of averaging different number of
consecutive CCTV face images.

It can be seen that the first image (without averaging)
contains significant noise. After averaging, the noise is re-
duced and images are slightly blurred. We test the perfor-
mance of averaging on CCTV image based recognition and
present the results in Figure 9. As can be seen as the number
of images is increased, recognition accuracy raises signifi-
cantly for both gallery image datasets. This result is con-
sistent with the test in [7], where temporal representation of
face images are used and the video sequence lengths affect
the performance.

6 Conclusions

In this paper we evaluated the effect of image quality
degradation and image transformation on image based face
recognition. We simulated both degradation and transfor-
mation operations at various levels and tested on both static
and CCTV face images. Empirical results show that holis-
tic feature based face recognition is tolerant to image degra-
dations while being sensitive to geometric transformations.
Moreover, image degradations bring about alignment errors
which lead to a more serious decrease in recognition ac-
curacy than caused by the degradation itself. The results
also show that recognition performance depends on which
camera is being used: the performance of gallery and probe
images collected from the same camera is much higher than
the performance of gallery and probe images captured from

Figure 8. Averaged sample images.

Figure 9. Test results on averaging CCTV im-
ages.

different cameras. Finally, we proposed a straightforward
averaging method, which can be applied easily on any im-
age based face recognition system without adversely reduc-
ing processing speed. Empirical evaluation show that the
averaging method can compensate for alignment errors and
reduce noise, which considerably improves recognition per-
formance. Our future work will focus on how to normalise
face images to compensate for differences between cam-
eras.
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